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torn of throwing at cocks on Shrove- 
Tuesday, has been laid aside, in 
most places ; and the Rnyal sport of 
cocfc-fighting is decreasing rapidly. 
We now rarely see any official notices 
of these sport s,aswasformerly the case, 
when the public were kindly inform- 
ed by the news-papers, where mains, 
alias, pitched battles of cocks, were 
to take place, with the names of the 
scientific gentlemen who were feed- 
ers and banders. Jndeed this Royal 
sport is losing fast its respectability, 
as will appear by the following fact. 
Some time ago an advertisement ap 
peared in the Belfast newspapers, 
of a main of cocks to be fought 
between the gentlemen of neigh- 
bouring towns; soon after the persons 
who lived in one of the towns, who 
conceived themselves to be what is 
commonly called gentlemen, inform- 
ed the public, by the same channel, 
that no person there in the character 
of a gentleman, had any hand in 
such a business. From this public 
declaration we may infer that no 



person in genteel life was engaged 
in this affair ; or at least that it was 
so unpopular, that they we re asham- 
ed to avow it, ai.d " where there 
is shame, there is virtue " 

From such glaring and public 
vices being laid aside, which might 
be truly said to tap the happiness 
of many families, we, 1 think, with 
justice mav suppose, that we are not 
getting worse, and :our assize ca- 
lendars of late years teptl to es- 
tablish the same point. Religious 
feuds are also, happily, nearly 
extinguished. Where, then, are the 
grounds for supposing that immora- 
lity is increasing ? But if any reason 
can be assigned for having formed 
such an opinion, perhaps it is, f bat 
we are usually considering our ;-re* 
sent state as miserable, compared 
with that passed ; which, probably* 
when passing, we contemplated as a 
season of at least equal misery, e- 
qual vice, and equal human depra- 
vity. 

ALEXIS. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF DISTINGUISHED PERSONS. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE BEV. 
THOMAS FYSCHE PALMER - * 

" When tyranny bestrides the groaning 

land, 

Dear is the traitor's name...... 

Traitors to despots are the friends of man ; 

And he alone is loyal, who adheres 

True to his Heaven-seal'd charter, equal 

rights " 

THOMAS FYSCHE PALMER 
was descended from an an- 
cient and respectable family in Bed- 



• The Biographical sketch of the Life 
of T. V. Palmer has been mostly compi'ed 
from various articles in the Monthly Re- 
view, and Monthly Magazine : we delay- 



fordshire. After receiving the usual 
elementary instruction, under the 



ed giving it to the public, in the expecta- 
tion of procuring a more" full account; but 
on application being made to the booksel- 
lers in London and Edinburgh, a copy of 
the " Narrative of tne sufferings of T. F. 
Palmer, and William Skirving, during a 
voyage to New South- Wales, in the year 
1794, on board the Surprize transport; 
by the Rev. T. F. Palmer ;" and of" Slavery 
and famine, punishments for sedition ; or 
an Account of New South Wales, and the 
miserable state of the convicts ; by George 
Thompson, &c. ; with a sketch of the cha- 
racter of T. F. Palmer, B D. ; by George 
Dyer," could not be procured, as they 
were out of print. Should the Belfast 
Magazine be continued longer than the 
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oaro of the Rev. Mr. Gunning, at 
Ely. he was sent to Eton, where he 
spent four or five years. In 1765, 
he vva? entered at Queen's College, 
Cambridge, and after going through 
the studies of the University with 
credit, was chosen fellow of that 
College. 

During his residence at Cam- 
bridge, he was a regular attendant 
on the theological lectures of the late 
celebrated Dr. Jebb, though he 
bad previously been of the Calvinis- 
tic profession. The exact time of his 
ordination does not appear, but from 
his numerous connexions, as well 
as the nature of his studies, he had 
a fair prospect of considerable pre- 
ferment. He performed the duties 
of curate about twelve months, at 
Leatherbead, in Surry. In a short 
time after he had taken the degree 
ofJJ.D, he became dissatisfied with 
the doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, and from an assiduous and cri- 
tical study of the Scriptures, he be- 
came an Unitarian. Possessing great 
activity of mind, he shewed the 
same zeal in propagating the Uni- 
tarian, as he had before the Trini- 
tarian doctrines. 

In the year 1783, he took leave 
of the College, and of the church 
in which he had been educated. 
Hearing of a society of Unitarians 
formed at Montrose, by Thomas 
Christie, Mr. Palmer was induced to 
go to Scotland, with a view of join* 
ing that society. There he became 
a zealous teacher, and formed Unita- 
rian societies at Dundee and Edin- 
burgh. He never received any pay- 
ment; the employment of a teacher 
be thought honourable and useful. 
Of his income derived from his fel- 



close of the year 1812, it is requested, that 
•ay person who may have eitherof theaboye 
mentioned books, may send them to Jos. 
Smyth, Belfast, and he may be assured, 
that the books shall be. carefully returned. 



lowship and private fortune, he de- 
voted more than half to benevolent 
purposes ; he was a great economist, 
only to enable himself to be a phi- 
lanthropist. In the cast of his mind 
there was great originality ; few cha- 
racters were more interesting, none 
more upright. 

To the Unitarian society at Mon- 
trose, Mr. Palmer attached himself, 
and resided there about twenty 
months, when he removed to Dun- 
dee, where there was also a respect- 
able society of Unitarians. At Dun- 
dee, he remained several years, 
preaching very frequently in the 
neighbouring towns, and villages; 
and at Forfar, Edinburgh, and some 
other places, he delivered a series 
of discourses, in vindication of Uni- 
tarian principles. His distinguished 
zeal in this cause, made htm ene- 
mies, who, though unwilling to raise 
a persecution against him on account 
of religion, were not displeased, 
when his politics afforded an oppor- 
tunity of injuring his character, and 
destroying his peace. Full ten years 
he exhibited an ardent and noble 
zeal in defence of the doctrines 
which he had embraced, in opposi- 
tion to those which he had imbibed 
from early education. As a writer, 
on these subjects, Mr. Palmer dis- 
covered considerable talents, an4 
no small share of Biblical learning, 
in the few pieces which he gave to 
the world. Of these, one was en- 
titled, " An Attempt to refute a Ser, 
mon, by H. D. Ingiis, on the God- 
head of Jesus Christ, and to restore 
the long lost Truth of the First Com- 
mandment." This pamphlet, dedi- 
cated to the Unitarian congrega- 
tiovis of Edinburgh, Dundee, Forfar, 
Arbroath, Montrose, and Newburgh, 
displays much critical acumen, and 
a train of strong reasoning. Mg. 
Palmer's other Theological tracts 
are to be found in the 5th and 6th 
volumes of the Theological Reposi- 
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and Mr. Mar^arot, the iast-rn ntion. 
ed gentlemen, were aciivr in as . 
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tory, under the signature of Anglo 
Scotus. 

Such were the labours of Mr. 
Palmer as a theologian and divine. 
We are now to view bim in another 
character, as a friend to the liberties 
of his country, in which his zeal 
was equally distinguished ; for the 
sake of which, his sufferings were 
unmerited and severe, and at length 
terminated his life in a foreign land. 
The exertions made by the friends of 
liberty, to obtain a reform of Parlia- 
ment, in all parts of Britain, in 
the years 1792, 3 and 4, are in the 
recollection of many persons ; and 
the various prosecutions .and perse- 
cutions which the administration of 
that period instituted against those 
who took an active part it} the cause 
of reform, will not easily be forgot- 
ten. Among those in North Britain, 
were the subject of this Memoir, Mr 
Muir,* Mr Skirving, Mr. Gerrald, 



• Mr. Muir was a gentleman of great 
respectability, from education, talents, and 
virtues. From the proceedings on his trial 
it appears, that he went to Paris, hoping 
to get the fate of Louis mitigated ; that he 
was zealous ip urging parliamentary re- 
form, by temperate, peaceable, and con- 
stitutional means ; that lie advised a so- 
ciety to get political pamphlets, in order 
that by hearing both sides of the question, 
they might arrive at political truth ; that 
he lent Paine's Rights of Man before it 
was declared a libel, although he explicit- 
ly stated that he disapproved of some of 
Paine's principles ; that he recommended 
Dr. Henry's History of England, and other 
books, and spoke handsomely of Mr. Flow- 
er's book on the French constitution ; that 
before war was declared against Britain, he 
spoke in respectful terms of the success of 
the French arms, and the liberty of the 
French nation ; that be spoke favourably 
of every man's having a vote for a member 
of parliament ; that he sent his servant to 
order an organist to play Ca ira in the 
streets; that he circulated a dialogue be- 
tween the governors and the governed, 
evlracted from Volney's Ruins of Empires ; 
a id that a letter wss found in his posses- 
sion, addressed to the Rev.Fysche Palmer, 
with the impression of a seal, on which 



was a cap of lihcrty on a spear, and the mot. 
to ca ira. Such were hi# crimes ! After 
his trial he addressed the jury in an elo» 
quent and excellent speech, from which 
the following paragraphs, in defence of his 
motives and his character, are extracted. 
Had the limits of a note permitted, the exl 
tracts would have been more copious, a s 
the entire speech is worthy of preserva- 
tion. 

"All that malice could devise ; all that 
slander could circulate, has been directed 
against me. I speak with joy, and with 
triumph. After an investigation into my 
public transactions, md into my private 
conduct, the most minute and the most 
unexampled, which ever occurred in this 
country; my moral character stands secure 
and unimpeached. With the anonymous 
the worthless, and the paid assassiu» of 
public reputation, I disdained to enter the 
lists. To this day I looked forward with 
expectation ; when before you, in the 
presence of Scotlaud, I should not merely 
remove the suspicion of guilt, but should 
demonstrate my innocence. 1 will not 
imitate the example of the public prose- 
cutor, who has finished his pleading. 
Sounding, and unsubstantial declamation 
is unsuitable for you, and it is unworthy 
of me. This is not an hour to temporize. 
The eyes of this country are fixed upon us 
both. The records of this trial will pass 
down to posterity- When our ashes shall 
be scattered by the winds of heaven, the 
impartial voice of future times will re-judge 
your verdict. Let faction rage ; let the 
spirit of party, in the present hour, proud- 
ly domineer: the illusion will soon vanish 
away. In solitude the power of recollec- 
tion will assume its influence ; and then, it 
will be material to you, whether or not 
you have acted uprightly, or sinned a- 
gainst your own eternal conscience, in my 
acquittal, or in my condemnation ! 

" The public prosecutor maintains, that 
a consciousness of guilt obliged me to leave 
this country after an information had been 
filed against me, and after I had been ex- 
amined by a magistrate. I will admit the 
fact of my departure. In these days — in 
these circumstances — is that to be ascribed 
to conscious guilt alone ? If the whole 
strength of arbitrary power is extended a- 
gainst an individual, is there merit in ex- 
posing himself as a sacrifice which cannot 
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sembling a convention of delegates 
fro 11 itit several societies associated 
for obtaining a reform in the Com- 



mons' House of Parliament : the case 
of Mr. Palmer was distiuctand pecu- 
liar. He was indicted and brought 



be useful to the country, and which may 
only present posterity with a new addition 
to tl.e immense catalogue of the victims of 
despotism. If two motives had only exist- 
ed to which you could assign nty departure, 
you are bound to ascribe it to the most 
charitable. But what were the circum- 
stances attending my departure ? Did they 
bear any resemblance of a flight ? Did I 
not publicly announce it the preceding 
evening in a numerous meeting of citizens 1 
Did I not cause it to be published in a pub- 
lic paper i Did i affect the garb and dis- 
guise of concealment ? In London, did I 
remain in, obscurity ? Did 1 not appear in 
a distinguished Society, the Society of the 
Friends of the People ? And did not that 
Society publish afterwards a resolution, 
announcing in its preamble my presence 
among them ? 

But I admit I went immediately after- 
wards to France. I saw, in the execution 
of the late King, a specious pretext to 
plunge the country in war, and to extend 
the effusion of human Wood to every cor- 
ner of the world ! I may have erred. 1 
may have acted from enthusiasm ; but it 
was enthusiasm in the cause of man. If, 
at the period when it was free to every 
person to publish his sentiments upon 
that awful question, I wished likewise to 
publish mine, can that be imputed to me 
as a crime ? Can the intention of plead- 
ing the cause of mercy, of individual, and 
of general humanity, be construed into 
guilt. If it can, I am then guilty. But 
allow, that at first glance, my departuie 
from Scotland, my journey to Paris, af- 
forded a presumption of guilt, that pre- 
sumption is obviated by my return. 

" The object of my return was to de- 
mand justice, to wipe away the imputation 
of that crime of which 1 now stand charg- 
ed. And what is that crime ? Sedition. 
Is there a term so vague and so undefined, so 
familiar to power, so familiar to corrup- 
tion ? All who ever dared to oppose ar- 
bitrary power, and who, in the hour of 
danger, came forward to save their coun- 
try., have been branded by the epithet of 
seditious. The term is therefore no longer 
a terin Of opprobrium. In one age, it has 
been applied to men rejected by society, 
Whose names were honoured by after tmies, 
and upon whose vhtuss, and upon whose 



sufferings, the succeeding age reared the 
majestic pillar of the constitution. 

" I smile at the charge of sedition. You 
yourselves are conscious that no sedition 
lias existed in this country, and in your 
own minds you deride the accusation. I 
know for what I am brought to this bar, 
it is for having strenuously and actively 
engaged in the cause of parliamentary re- 
form ; for having exerted every effort, by 
constitutional measures, to procure an equal 
representation of the people, in the House 
of the People. Let not the prosecutor 
sculk in darkness : Let him come manful- 
ly forward, and avow the cause which has. 
impelled him to bring me here. I will give 
you little trouble : 1 will prevent the lassi- 
tude of the judges : I will save you, the 
jury, from the wretched mockery of a trial, 
the sad necessity of condemning a man, 
when the cause of his condemnation must 
be concealed, and cannot be explained. 
Yes, ( plead guilty. I openly, actively, 
and sincerely embarked in the cause of a 
parliamentary reform, in the vindication, 
and in the restoration of the rights of the 
people. Nor will I blush to unfold to you 
my motives ; they are supported by their 
own intrinsic strength, but they are like- 
wise held up by the great and the vene- 
rable names of the living and of the dead. 
I contended for an equal representation of 
the people, in what 1 shall ever call the 
House of the People, because 1 considered 
it a measure essentially necessary to the 
salvation of the state, ana to the stability 
of your boasted constitution. Wherein 
then consists the excellency of that time- 
tried fabric, cemented by the blood of your 
fathers, flowing from the field, and from 
the scaffold. I will tell you : It consists in 
the due balance of its three impelling pow- 
ers, Kings, Lords, and Commons ; if one 
of these powers loses its vigour, the con- 
stitution in propbrtion loses its vigour ; if 
one of these powers becomes drily a shadow 
of what it ought to be, if it'becomes merg- 
ed and absorbed into any of the otiibr two, 
your constitution then also becomes a she- 
dow, and it is annihilated. And do you 
not know, and does all the world not know, 
that if any where the proud structure of 
the constitution has suffered the ravages, of 
time, • r of corruption, it is in its.popular 
branch. Is it not a fact indisputable, that 
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to trial in the month of September, 
1793, for writing and publishing an 
address to the people on the subject 
of reform. The fact of publication 
was distinctly proved^ but with the 
drawing up the address he had no- 
thing to do; it was, indeed, avowed 
by one of the witnesses for the crown, 
to have been written by ^ himself. 
Mr. Paimer was, however, found 
guilty, and sentenced to transporta- 
tion beyond seas for the terra of 
seven years. 

After his trial, Mr. Palmer ad- 
dressed the court in the following 
judicious and sensible terms. " My 
Lords, I can appeal, with conscious 
sincerity, to the great Searcher of 
all hearts, for the good intentions, 



the representation of the people is not such 
as it once was, and is not such, as I trust in 
God, one day it shall be. The man then 
who sounds the alarm, when lie discovers 
the approach of danger, who summons all 
who may be concerned in its reparation, is 
surely no enemy to the country, no foe to 
the constitution, because he labours in its 
preservation and protection. 

" Such were the motives of my conduct. 
If I am guilty, I have in my guilt many as- 
sociates, men who now enjoy the repose of 
eternity, whom your fathers admired while 
living, and to whom you, their children, 
have erected statues. 1 have no time to run 
over all the venerable catalogue. But, is 
there a man ignorant of the illustrious 
Locke, and was not this sage in philoso- 
phy, this advanced champion in the cause 
of liberty, and of man ; this friend to the 
British constitution, who wrote his Trea- 
tise on Government in its defence ; in de- 
fence of the last glorious revolution, by the 
desire of the Prince ; who was the leader 
of the men who planned it ; was not he an 
advocate for a reform in parliament, for a 
more equal representation of the Commons 
in the House of Commons ? Will you ven- 
ture to tear the records of his fame, to stig- 
matize hh memory, and to brand Aim with 
the epithet of seditious ?" 

His eloquence did not avail, and his pro- 
secutors added the name of Thomas Muir 
to the catalogue of expatriated talent and 
virtue. 



and uprightness of my conduct. My 
life has for many years been employ* 
ed in the dissemination of what I 
thought religious and moral truths, 
of truths which 1 conceived of- the 
greatest importance to my fellow, 
creatures. My friends know with 
what ardour I have done this, at the 
total sacrifice of all wordly interest. 
But, during the late general political 
discussions that have taken place, 
it was impossible for a man of my 
sanguine temper to be an unconcern* 
ed bystander. 

"I felt as all around me felt. I 
partook of the general influence. 
I perceived, I thought, that politics 
were a great branch of morals, if 
they did not comprehend the whole 
of our duty to our neighbour. Would 
our superiors, my Lords, would all 
mankind but do to one another, what 
they in like manner would wish done 
to themselves, our petitions would 
have been answered, and every 
grievance redressed. My Lords, I 
consider my politics as the cause of 
common justice, the cause of bene- 
volence, and the cause of human 
happiness. It was under these con- 
siderations, that I entered among the 
friends of the people. I thought 
that a Parliamentary reform would 
enhance the happiness of millions, 
and establish the security of the 
empire. For these reasons, too, I 
joined the society of low weavers, m 
you call them, at the Berean meet- 
ing house, Dundee, and assented to 
the publication of the hand-bill, for 
which I am now prosecuted, to re- 
animate the exertions of our fellow- 
citizens. The declaration or test of 
the society, and all their endeavours, 
a3 far as I know, were solely con- 
fined to these single objects, a short- 
er duration of Parliament, and a 
more equal representation of the 
people, it is not the first time, my 
Lords, that I have suffered in en- 
deavouring to benefit others. For 
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this 1 have borne shame, odium, 
reproach, and diminution of fortune. 
I trust to God, that it is my utmost 
ambition, and has been the uniform 
tenor of my life, to endeavour to 
add to the sum of human happiness; 
ahd if in this best of causes, lam 
called again to the like or more se- 
vere trials, I trust, through the help 
of that Great, Being whom Isprve, I 
shall suffer not only with courage, 
but with cheerfulness, in the pleas- 
ing hope, that my sufferings will not 
be lost, but be as efficacious to the 
general good, as my most active ex- 
ertions." No rejections which could 
be made would give force to this 
address: none could diminish its 
weight. 

From the court, Mr. Palmer was 
conveyed to the Tolbootli of Perth, 
In this prison be lay some weeks, 
after which he was conveyed by sea 
to the Thames, and put ou board 
the Stanilaus hulk, lying off Wool- 
wich. While in this situation, he 
was paft of the time in irons, but 
having permission to see his friends, 
seldom a day passed in which one or 

7 re did not visit him, with a view 
offering him any assistance of 
which he might stand in need, to 
alleviate the calamities incident to his 
situation. On the 1 1th of February, 
1794, he was taken from the hulk, 
and put on board the Surprize trans- 
port, Patrick Campbell master. It was 
not, however, till the end of Aprilj that 
the fltet set sail, of which the Surprise 
was one. The account of his suffer- 
ings in the voyage, is an affecting nar- 
rative of the most cruel and arbitrary 
treatment, which wasever experienced 
by passangers, even couvicts, in a 
transport ship; exceeding, by far, 
all that we have read or heard of the 
sufferings of unhappy negro slaves 
in their passage from Africa to the 
places of their x destination. 

On the 25th of October, he ar- 
lived at Port' Jackson, from which 
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place he and his fellow-sufferers dis- 
patched their first letters to those 
friends who had interested them- 
selves in their welfare. Mr. Miiir, 
who, in comparison of his associate's, 
had been kindly treated, bore an ho- 
nourab.e testimony to the conduct 
of Messrs. Palmer and Skirving, and 
gave explicit evidence to the injus- 
tice of the charges brought against 
them, and to the inhumanity which 
they experienced, through the whole 
of their voyage. Soon after their ar- 
rival, Mr. Muir, Skirving, and Palm* 
er, delivered letters of recommen- 
dation to the Governor of the colony, 
from persons in England of the first 
respectability; houses were appoint- 
ed to thern contiguous to each other, 
and Mr. Palmer wrote to bis friends, 
saying, "We have no cause to com- 
plain of any want of civility or at- 
tention." From this time, they em- 
ployed themselves in cultivating the 
land allotted to them, and the ac- 
counts given by Mr. Palmer and 
Skirving, were of the most favour- 
able kind,- both with respect to the 
climate of the country, and the fer- 
tility of the land. 

By the sentence passed on Mr. 
Palmer, he could not set foot in 
Great Britain, till the middle of 
September ISOO, without incurring 
the penalty of death. The voyage, 
however, would take several months, 
had it been made by the shortest 
and quickest route; he, therefore, 
with his friends, began to make pre- 
parations for returning at the end of 
the year 1799. A ship was pur- 
chased -for the purpose, the principal 
part of which was the property of 
Mr. Palmer. On the 20th of Janu- 
ary, 1 800, they set sail from Port 
Jackson, with an intention of going 
directly to New Zealand,, to take in 
timber for the mai k# t at the Cape 
of Good Hope. The ship was in a 
wretched condition, and provisions 
were taken on board for a voyage of 

NOB 
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only six months, a period which 
they had fixed for their arrival at 
the Cape. Twenty-six weeks, how- 
ever, they spent at New Zealand, 
dining which the whole of their 
stores were expended. Distress of 
the most alarming nature now com- 
pelled them to go in search of pro- 
visions ; they steered for Tanga 
Taaboo, but there they could obtain 
no relief, in consequence of an ex- 
isting war between the natives of 
this, and the neighbouring islands. 
Thence they resolved to proceed to 
the Feegee islands ; at one of which 
they, procured a small supply, and 
the favourable reception with which 
they met in the first instance! de- 
termined them to visit the others. 
By endeavouring to get to the island 
of Goiaa, they ran their crazy ves- 
set on a reef, which carried away a 
large part of her keel, and in less 
than half an hour she made seven 
feet of water; but the surf rising, 
they were driven off the reef into 
deep water. Immediately they cast 
anchor; and with the assistance of 
the natives, repaired their vessel. 
To them also they were indebted, 
not only for a supply of every ne- 
cessary while in that state, but for a 
liberal stock with which to go to sea. 
They now determined to proceed 
to Macao, in China; but meeting 
with contrary winds, they sailed till 
their prof isions were exhausted, and 
the repairs of their vessel were all 
opening again. In this dreadful 
situation, they were compelled to 
put into the island of Guam, though 
they well knew it was an enemy's 
port. Upon comins', to anchor, Janu- 
ary 10th, J 801, the Spanish gover- 
nor, in reply to their solicitations 
for provisions, assured them, that 
unless they departed in two hours, 
he would detain them as prisoners 
of war, for to the enemies of his 
country he could give no support 
whatever. Necessity obliged them 



to submit to the hard terms offered 
them. They were immediately ta- 
ken prisoners, and a guard put into 
their ship. Mr. Palmer lived with 
the governor, and was treated with 
hospitality. During his stay at Guam, 
which appears to have been a year 
a half, Mr. Palmer was seized with 
a Dysentery, a disease with which 
he had been perpetually " afflict- 
ed, since he left England, Ibut for 
which he conceived he had discover- 
ed an infallible remedy, in cerated 
glass of antimony and ipecacuanha. 
In a letter to a friend in London, 
dated Sept. 10, 1779, he says, "I 
would not change my residence a 
week without these medicines. I 
know that I should long ago have been, 
dead, but for them. I take from 
7 to 10 grains of the antimony, and 
alternately small doses of ipecacu- 
anha. Oh ! had I known of this 
remedy at Spithead, what lengthen- 
ed misery, and wear and tear of con- 
stitution, I should have escaped. 
Possibly, Gerrald and Skirving 
might now have been alive !" Whe- 
ther Mr. Palmer was without his 
medicines, or what is more proba- 
ble, whether the frequent attacks of 
the same disorder, had weakened his 
constitution to a degree beyond the 
power of medicine to recruit, we 
have no information. He lingered 
under the disorder, till the begin- 
ning' of June, 1802, when a morti- 
fication took place, which terminat- 
ed his valuable life, on the second 
day of that month. His effects and 
papers he bequeathed to Mr. James 
Ellis * 

Such have been the life, the la- 
bours, and the sufferings of Mr. 



* lames Ellis was formerly servant to 
Mr. Palmer, and accompanied him to 
New Holland : he was a young man 
of good talents, and virtuous principles. 
Mr. Palmer took great pains in instructing 
him, and made him his companion. 
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Palmer. In his 3'outh, he was dili- 
gent and assiduous in cultivating his 
mind, and in laying up stores of 
useful learning ; in his advancing 
years, he industrioush investigated 
the Scriptures,, and fearlessly aban- 
doned the road to preferment, for 
the saKe of inculcating the more 
6imp!e and unadulterated doctrines 
which he conceived were taught in 
the Old and New Testaments. As a 
preacher, he was zealous in season, 
and out of season, he feit the im- 
portance of right principles, and 
was desirous that others should feel 
the same. When torn from his 
country, and doomed to exile, his 
congregation grieved for him as for 
a father; they felt for his sufferings, 
and wept that they could render 
him no effectual service. *' We 
mourn," say they, in an address 
sent to him, while in the Stanilaus 
hulk, at Woolwich, " your absence, 
but while we have no doubt of being 
remembered by you in your prayers, 
you shall not be forgotten in ours. 
In the mean time, we most fervently 
pray, that the God and Father ofall, 
whose mercies are not confined to 
prosperous situations, may impart 
to you divine consolations, that if 
your iieart and flesh should at any 
time be apt to fail, he may be your 
never-failing support, and that you 
may be enabled ever to exercise 
such a lively faith in him, and in the 
gospel of his son, as with truly pious 
ardour, to anticipate that future in- 
conceivable joy, which assuredly 
shall be the portion of those who have 
come out of great tribulation." The 
consciousness of rectitude, and the 
animating hope of futurity, gave to 
the mind of Mr. Palmer, patience 
and dignity, in the midst of all his 
sufferings. Christianity was his 
support, and the persuasion that there 
is an Almighty Providence, v\ho 
directs all for good, and who out of 



apparent evil can educe important 
advantages to his rational offspring, 
never seems to have left him. In a 
letter to one whom he honoured 
with the title of friend, and who 
gloried in the sacred title, he wrote 
from New Holland; "I am much 
obliged to you, and my friends, for 
the anxiety you took in my welfare, 
when you learner! the danger I was 
tn. I do assure you, we .paid von 
in^ coin, when we heard of your "im- 
prisonment.* I bow in homage to 
the Great Being of the Universe, 
(for I am still a Christian,) for your 
preservation, and trust that a life so 
replete with benevolence, anil mark- 
ed by principle, will be' preserved 
for still greater usefulness." 

The ways of Heaven are inscrut- 
able: in all past ages, to effect im- 
portant changes in the world, some 
oi the wisest and most virtuous of 
our race have frequently been sacri- 
ficed in the wantonness of power, 
by persons the most profligate and 
abandoned. Such' was the fate of a 
Cornish, a Lisle, a Sidney ,and a Russel, 
who perished < n a scaffold. But a fu- 
ture, and indeed no very distant 
period, reversed their sentences, and 
those who had died as criminals, have 
in every succeeding age, been re- 
garded as martyrs in the sacred cause 
or liberty. The world has been 
deprived of the brilliant and com- 
manding eloquence of a Gerrald ; 
of the profound talents of a Muir; 
of the honest enthusiasm of a Stir- 
ling, andofthe unimpeached honour 
and integrity of Thomas Fysche 
Palmer, yet the time may possibly 
come,f when the judgment of tlieir 
judges shall be rejudged, and then 



* Alluding to the state trials, in 1794. 

f For the ground of this conjecture, se? 
a Protest e'utered on the Journals of the 
House of Lords, Die Veneris, 31 January, 
1794. 
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history, arirl the records of the coun- 
try, shall give them an honour- 
able place among those who have 
sacrificed at the shrine of their 



conntry?s happiness, their worldly 
interests, their personal freedom, and 
their lives. 



DETACHED ANECDOTES. 



VIRTUOUS RESISTANCE TO THE MAN- 
DATES OF POWER. 

TTTHEN John Enhuyer, Bishop of 
yy Listens, received the mandate 
for the massacre of the Hugonots, he 
convened the magistrates to his 
church, as he was ordered ; but in- 
stead of reading that infamous war- 
rant, he preached a most impressive 
germo.n, on Christian chanty, which 
wrung tears from the most obdurate ; 
and then showing the warrant, he in- 
dignantly tore it, scattered the frag- 
ments on the steps of the altar, and 
tramping upon them, — " Go !" said 
he, " vou who expect mercy from 
God !~Go- — if you dare ! — pollute 
vour hand and your hearts in the 
blood of your brethren ! Go ! — ex- 
cite a day of mourning for Christi- 
anity, and brand with indelible dis- 
grace the character of the French 
nation !" The whole audience, e- 
lectrified by his manner, as oy his 
words, burst into acclamations of 
charity. They invited their Hugo- 
not neighbours" to dine with them 
pest day : mutual invitations finish- 
ed the work-of mercy. 

THE ORTHODOX KNAVE. 

Jurieu, who in the latter part of 
the 17th century, published many 
interpretations of thp prophecies 
which were not fulfilled, and whose 
fantasies it was some time ago fa- 
shionable to reviye, as applicable to 
the French Revolution, speaking of 
one of bis friends, says, " He js a 
knave, it is true : but he is ortho- 
dox." In the opinion of the grave 



divine, orthodoxy conferre9 merit 
on a vicious character. Such opi- 
nions are not uncommon at present, 
The man was afterwards called the 
Orthodox Knave. 

TASTE FOR THE SUBLIME, 

I once heard a clergyman of the 
church of Scotland (who was a Pro- 
fessor also,) make the following en- 
deavour in his prayer to surmount the 
sublimity of the passage in Genesis, 
" Let light be— and light was." The 
way he took was by using the step- 
ladder of a long word, divided, by 
slow articulation, into its distincf 
syllables. " O ! Thou," said he, 
" who didst speak the words, * Let 
there be light, and im-me-di-ute ly 
there was light.' " Yet this good 
man did not hesitate to lecture on 
Longinus, and particularly to praise 
the sagacity of the great critic which 
first distinguished the sublime- pas- 
sage of the Jewish historian, with his 
unqualified approbation. It is indeed 
most sublime, and a test of taste in 
the sublime. Omnipotence is con- 
centrated at the very moment of cre- 
ation, and the effect flashes from the 
fiat of the Almighty. As light itself 
pierced through the chaos, so has 
this passage, with momentary speed, 
made its way through the darkest 
periods of history, and attracted uni- 
versal observation. Even the genius 
of Milton has injured it by gorgeous 
amplification. There is a sublime 
which expatiates, like Cicero, in a 
copiousness of words ; there is a 
superior sublime which disencum- 



